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The readings at Mass today outline 
the foundations of the Church’s 
teaching on marriage. Marriage is 
a sacrament and so it is an en-
counter with Christ, but it is lived 
out in love and in trust on a day by 
day basis. Marriage is to be quite 
simply between a man and a woman because 
as we hear in Genesis in the first reading they 
are made for each other. We hear that God 
knows that the journey of life is hard, and he 
wants most of us, but not all, to have someone 
to journey together with through life.  

I often choose as a theme for a wedding a 
phrase from one of the (Easter) psalms: ”this 
day was made by the Lord, we rejoice and are 
glad”.  I am referring to the fact that when a 
man and a woman fall in love with each other 
they want to set up a new life together, be-
cause this love comes from God. It is God I be-
lieve who brought them together so a wedding 
day is a time to rejoice and be glad. 

When the Lord is asked about 
marriage by the Pharisees in to-
day’s Gospel he endorses the be-
lief that the two are no longer two 
but one, therefore what God has 
joined together no one can break 
apart. For a variety of reasons, 

marriage does not always work out and mar-
riages break down. Out of compassion, the 
Church naturally imitates Our Lord in giving 
pastoral care and support to those whose mar-
riages do not last. There is a whole pastoral 
service in the Church, through the marriage 
tribunal that helps people who have experi-
enced difficulties to be enabled to move on in 
their life.  

So we rejoice with those who are fulfilled and 
happy and are able to celebrate their marriag-
es, we pray for those who suffer through their 
marriage experiences and we hope that many 
other couples in the future will embark upon 
this great adventure with the Lord.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  TODAYS LITURGY OF THE WORD  

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK COMMENCING 27TH SEPTEMBER 

There is more disruption around Christ the King church with road works on Manchester 
Road!  So, during working hours of Monday to Friday we have moved the Masses and Services to St 
John’s once more. We are assuming that we well have normal access at the weekends. Please 
look carefully at the re-arrangements for next week, and look on the website for any other 
changes we need to make. Please also talk to friends who may not have the internet about these 
and any other changes. Thank you and sorry for the inconveniences. 

Also: Please remember there are the Hope in the Future Holy Hours this Sunday (3rd October) 
3.00pm at St John’s: 2.00pm at Christ the King 

Monday   9.30am St John’s  7.00pm  Christ the King 
Tuesday  9.30am St John’s 12.00 noon St John’s 
Wednesday 9.30am St John’s 7.00pm St John’s followed by Rosary for Peace led by the KSC 
Thursday  9.30am St John’s 12.00 noon St John’s,               
Friday        12 Noon St John’s   
Saturday  9.30am Christ the King  
   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s    6.30pm Christ the King 
Sunday:   9.15am** and 5.00pm Christ the King 9.30am   and   11.00am St John’s 
   **The Sunday 9.15am Mass at Christ the King will be live -streamed. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 5.15pm 
to 5.55pm at St John’s church, prior to the Vigil Mass. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconciliation 
every Saturday at Christ the King church from 10.30am to 11.30am.                                                    
EXPOSITION: There will be Exposition starting 30 mins before each weekday Mass 

Year of St Joseph 

Love one another 



Lately Dead: Margaret Hill, Mark Harrison, Dave 
Spencer, Mary Fitzgerald, Edna Murphy, Michael 
Baden, Brendan Salmon, Pat Henry. 
Birthday Memoriam: Winifred Spencer 

Anniversaries: John Renney, Michael P Reyn-
olds,, Tony Wilks,  Kathleen Young, Owen and 
Sheila Doyle, Maria Cristina Gonzales Summers,  

In Memoriam: John and Mary Haworth, Michael 
Holmes. 
Other Intentions: Brian Bennett, Clergy of the 
Good Samaritan parish, Seamus McLaughlin, Do-
nor’s intentions, 80th Birthday. 

HOSPICE AND MACMILLAN FUNDRAISER 
Many thanks for all the support for our Macmillan / Hospice afternoon tea. Thank you too for your 
generosity: we raised £285 which will be divided between the two charities. A lovely afternoon 
and a chance for a welcome catch up. Plus Tea and Cakes. What’s not to like!! Anne Marie  

MASS INTENTIONS 

PAPAL INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 

Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person may 
be engaged in evangelization, available to 

the mission, by being witnesses of a life that 
has the flavour of the Gospel.  

 HOPE IN THE FUTURE   

This Sunday—3rd October there will be Holy Hours in the Parish. The service 
at St John’s at 3.00pm is planned to happen at this time in all parishes across 
the Diocese at 3.00pm. We are also holding an additional  service at Christ the 
King at 2.00pm. Please join the Diocese in prayer if you can.   

ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 

St Mary’s church is still unfortunately currently temporarily closed until further no-
tice as it needs essential repair. As well as internal problems with the ceiling, they 

COVID UPDATE FOR THE PARISH 
The parish clergy team has reviewed the current arrangements. In the light of the rising numbers 
of cases, hospitalisations and deaths we decided to leave arrangements unchanged until further no-
tice. We continue to request that adults continue to wear face coverings and sanitize their hands 
before entering church.  Thank you for your help and cooperation in these difficult times. 

FOOTBALL CAR PARK VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED—6 TIMES PER SEASON? 

The third team has started to grow thanks for your response to this appeal so 
the workload is already reducing! Please join our happy team of volunteers who 
run the car park at St Mary’s during Burnley FC matches. You’ll be surprised to 
know how infrequently you will be ‘on duty’! Right now it’s only once every 
other game—that’s a maximum of 9 games (plus cup ties, but we tend not to 

have many!). If we can increase the number of teams doing the work it will be only 6/7 games 
when you’ll be on duty (plus cup ties). 

Each match you will be there for about 90 minutes and if you’re a fan, you will have plenty of time 
to get to the game. Our price per car is low, so most parkers are happy to pay! 

Please Volunteer! 

KSC ROSARY FOR PEACE 
Every year the Knights of St 
Columba run a campaign for 
peace through the Holy Ro-
sary. This year they will lead 
the Rosary for Peace after 7pm Mass 
on Wednesday 6th October.  

Stay with us 

Lord  

on our    jour-

ney 

MARRIAGE PRAYER 

Lord. Let us feel the love between us 

And let it grow every day in our hearts and minds 

Remind us of your loving words for each other 

Make us ready to forgive, stay true and be kind 

We entrust our marriage to you. 



CHILDREN’S LITURGY SESSIONS  AT ST JOHN’S—RESTARTING 

The sessions will be returning to St John the Baptist with effect from 3rd October. They will take 
place during the Sunday 11am Mass. Parents are welcome to accompany their children if necessary 
during the first few weeks.  

Macmillan / Hospice afternoon tea 

Many thanks for all the support for our Macmillan / Hospice afternoon tea. Thanks to your generosi-
ty we raised £285 which will be divided between the two charities. A lovely afternoon and a chance 
for a welcome catch up plus Tea and Cakes. What’s not to like!! Anne Marie  

For the Christ the King community October 
is the time for the collection of the Missio Red 
Boxes. Please call Stephen and Francesca on 
07593 854661 or 07874 882132 to arrange col-
lection or bring your Boxes to Church if possible . 
Thank you for your continuing generosity in 
these challenging times.  

At St John’s the Autumn Missio magazines have 
arrived for distribution at St John’s. Your much 
needed donations will be 
gratefully received if you feel 
able to give at this time of 
great need in the world today.  

MISSIO RED BOXES 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

Could those who contribute to St Mary’s or St John’s by Standing Order,  please kindly contact your 
bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as follows: Name: The Salford Dioce-
san Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish     Sort Code: 205558  Account number: 50404640 

COVID UPDATE FOR THE PARISH 
The parish clergy team has reviewed the current arrangements. In the light of the rising numbers 
of cases, hospitalisations and deaths we decided to leave arrangements unchanged until further no-
tice. We continue to request that adults continue to wear face coverings and sanitize their hands 
before entering church.  Thank you for your help and cooperation in these difficult times. 

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES 

Sadly the appeal has to continue. There are lots of places where you can drop off ac-
tual groceries—non-perishables please unless it’s oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets 
and Spar shops have drop-off points, as do Barclays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in 
the town centre. Why not choose a few extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you 
can afford, and help families in great need. 

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving  
by making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving 
webpage has passed the £10,000 marker!! Well done young’uns!! You can donate cash at 
St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £253.61 being donated 
during August.     Thank you all for your great generosity. 

CAFOD NEWS UPDATE 

Don’t forget it was CAFOD’s Harvest Family Fast Day last Friday. Leave your donations in the enve-
lopes at the back of our churches. See the parish CAFOD webpage for how to be active..  

The UN Climate Conference, COP26, is fast approaching. The UK holds a pivotal role in ensuring 
nations agree bold targets to cut carbon emissions. CAFOD has ways for you to get involved. 

CAFOD’s ‘Reclaim Our Common Home’, continues and Pope Francis is urging Catholics to 
tackle the climate crisis. One option is to urge Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak to show leadership 
ahead of COP26. Please sign the petitions to them below. We need lots more signatories to protect 
those now suffering, and all of our futures: 

Boris Johnson - https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/73304/petition/1 

Rishi Sunak - https://action.cafod.org.uk/page/85465/action/2 

For more news, especially the latest on emergencies across the world. 
http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/index.php/home-page/cafod 



Monday       St Francis of Assisi 

Tuesday      St Faustina Kowalska  

Wednesday   St Bruno 

Thursday       Our Lady of the Rosary  

Friday  Weekday 

Saturday    St John Henry Newman  

Sunday   Twenty-eighth Sunday in     
   Ordinary Time 

FEAST DAYS WEEK COMMENCING 4TH OCTOBER 

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

CHURCH STEWARDS 

Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church possible as we continue to work at 
remaining safe whilst in church. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team. 

 EVENING VIGIL DURING THE MONTH OF THE ROSARY 
The Blackburn and district Legion of Mary are offering a vigil at St Joseph’s Church, Audley 
Range, Blackburn on Thursday  7th October. This will begin with a procession and the rosary 
at 6.30pm. Mass will be celebrated at 7pm and there will be a Holy Hour with Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament from 8.15pm concluding with Benediction. Everyone is welcome.  

PARISH SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME 21/22 

We would like to invite parents of children in school Year 4 (or older) includ-
ing those who do not attend one of our Catholic schools in our parish, who 
wish their child to join the Parish Sacramental Programme. This will involve 
them being prepared to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 
Holy Communion over the next few months. The initial meetings for parents 
and children, when registration will take place are as follows:  

Christ the King: At 6pm on Tues 5th October at Christ the King school 
St John’s: at 6.30pm on Tuesday 2nd November in St John’s parish hall 

St Mary’s: at 6pm on Thurs 4th November at St Mary’s school. 
For further details please contact Fr David tel 01282 422007. 

THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

ON A WEEKEND WHERE THE LITURGY CELEBRATES MARRIAGE 

Saint Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and hu-
man favour” . As the Lord had done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he 
taught him to walk, taking him by the hand; he was for him like a father who 
raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him. 

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for 
his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear 
him” (Psalm 103:13). 

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his plan were at work. Joseph 
teaches us that faith in God includes believing that he can work even through our fears, 
our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we 
must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete 
control, yet God always sees the bigger picture.  


