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Jesus is up before Pilate in today’s 
Gospel and he admits that he is a 
king. “Yes, I am a king but my 
kingdom is not of this world”. To-
day is the feast of Christ the King 
when we celebrate that Jesus is a 
Universal and Eternal King. How-
ever, when we reflect on the King-
ship of Jesus, we will see that he is 
Jesus, and not a typical king or 
ruler at all! 

Kings and Queens have worldly power but 
Jesus uses his divine power to heal and to 
raise up.  Ordinary kings and queens reign 
until they die. However, Jesus came into his 
Kingdom when he died.  They live in palac-
es or castles but Jesus was born in a stable 
of a poor family, then during his ministry 
largely slept outside or wherever he could 
find a welcome. Kings have a throne to pre-
sent themselves in glory ~ but the throne 

was the cross ~ the weapon and 
means of his death which trans-
formed into a symbol of life and 
love.  Kings and Queens wear 
crowns made of the finest materi-
als available:  gold, velvet, silver, 
diamonds and jewels whereas Je-
sus wore a crown made of thorns, 
which was a sign of mockery, re-
jection and humiliation.  

We make Jesus our king when we listen to 
him, faithfully put his teaching into practise, 
and worship him as our Redeemer. May the 
peace of Christ our Eternal King of love 
reign in your hearts and fill you with his 
mercy.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

ST MARY’S CHURCH UPDATE 

Although St Mary’s church unfortunately remains temporarily closed.  A new architect has been 
appointed to the project and over the next few weeks up to Christmas is carrying out the essential 
background checks and assessments that are particularly necessary for a listed building such as St 
Mary’s church. He has also produced a works schedule which would see the necessary internal and 
external repairs beginning simultaneously on the second week of January. This is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of February and we envisage reopening in early March in time for the start of Lent. We 
will continue to keep you informed through the Newsletter and through the Web site.   

‘Yes, I am a king. …… I came 
into the world for this: to 
bear witness to the truth; 

and all who are on the side 
of truth listen to my voice.’  

OUR VINCENTIAN FATHERS: THANK YOU AND FAREWELL  

We say farewell this week to our wonderful  Vincentian Fathers who will take up their 

new appointment in North Manchester on Friday 26th November. We sincerely thank 

Fr Emmanuel and Fr Clement for their ministry with us in Burnley. We thank them 

for their gentleness, kindness and love that they have willingly shared with the parish.  

We wish them good health and happiness in their new mission to the people in Man-

chester and assure them they will be warmly remembered in our prayers and in our 

hearts.  



 

Lately Dead: Mary Fitzgerald, Anne Webster, 
Sheila Macaulay, Floreen Kelly, Bryan Thomas 
Ward, Elizabeth Bayley, Catherine Brookes,  

Anniversaries:  Fr Louis Murphy, Canon Liam 
Houlihan, Monsignor John O’Connor, Fr John 
James McTiernan, Thomas Langton, Kathleen 
Kinsella, Lee Shaw, Mary Coupe, 

Other intentions: Brian Bennett, Clergy of the 
Good Samaritan parish, Joel Benjamino Peden, 
Gonzalez, Summers and Gavin families, John 
Manley, 80th Birthday, Patricia Wilson,  

In Memoriam: Sarah Langton, Luis Maria Ra-
mos Tolosa,  

Birthday  Memoriam: Douglas Clegg, Irene 
Moore,  

MASS INTENTIONS 

PAPAL I NTENTION  FOR                         
NOVEMBER 

People Who have  Depression 
 

We pray that people 
who suffer from de-

pression or burn-out 
will find support and a 
light that opens them 

up to life. 

Stay with us Lord on our  
journey 

COVID UPDATE FOR THE PARISH 
The parish clergy team has reviewed the current arrangements. In the light of the rising numbers 
of cases, hospitalisations and deaths we decided to leave arrangements unchanged until further no-
tice. We continue to request that adults continue to wear face coverings and sanitize their hands 
before entering church.  Thank you for your help and cooperation in these difficult times. 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA CHRISTMAS CRACKER! 

The Cracker returns! Featuring Top Vocal Star Andrew Knight, it will be on Friday 10th 
December at 8.00pm at The KSC 110 Club, Yorkshire St, Burnley.  Tickets £5.00 (incl light re-
freshments), in a well-spaced room. Contact Bernard for tickets (07800867554). 

Don’t forget, the Club is open to all during the week. A friendly chat, a welcome 
drink, and a chance to relax as we approach the Christmas Rush! Hours: Monday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday 19:00 – 00:00; Sunday 14:30 – 22:00. If you use the car park please register at the bar>  

CAFOD NEWS  

Month of Remembrance – November is the month of the Holy Souls, so as a CAFOD group we 
wish to take this opportunity to remember all our deceased supporters and group members, re-

calling their generosity and service - may they rest in peace, Amen. 

World Gifts –The new World Gifts catalogues are available at the back of our churches. They offer 
an opportunity to give life-changing Christmas presents for people living in poverty. You can also 
see and buy online: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/ 

CAFOD’s verdict on COP26 –The Climate Conference finished last weekend when the ‘Glasgow 
Climate Pact’ was approved by 197 countries. However, the agreement from COP26 is a major dis-
appointment to our partners working with poor communities. It simply has not delivered the urgent 
action or justice required. To read CAFOD’s full reaction on the summit visit: https://
cafod.org.uk/News/Campaigning-news/COP26-summit-ends 

The CAFOD group wish to thank everyone for your support during COP26, whether you added your 
signature to the letter sent to our MP, Antony Higginbotham, or prayed using the COP26 prayer 
cards. The prayers were effective in the limited success at COP26. 

The Feast of Christ the King  

The parish, together 
celebrates one of its Pa-
tronal Feast Days  

Come, let’s sing out loud to the 
Lord!  

Let’s raise a joyful shout to the 
rock of salvation! 

Let’s come before him with thanks! 
Let’s shout songs of joy to him! 

The Lord is a great God, the 
great king over all other gods      

Psalms 

If you want to work for 
the kingdom of God, and 
to bring it, and enter into it, 
there is just one condition to 

be first accepted. You 
must enter into it as chil-

dren, or not at all. 

John Ruskin 

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Campaigning-news/COP26-summit-ends
https://cafod.org.uk/News/Campaigning-news/COP26-summit-ends


 

FOODBANK—THE NEED CONTINUES 

Factors have sadly increased the ned for the Foodbank, so the appeal has to contin-
ue. There are lots of places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-
perishables please unless it’s oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets and Spar shops 
have drop-off points, as do Barclays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in the town 
centre. Why not choose a few extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you can 
afford, and help families in great need. 

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving  
by making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving 
webpage has passed the £10,000 marker!! Well done young’uns!! You can donate cash at 
St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £115.00 being donated 
during October.       

Thank you all for your great and continuing generosity. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

Our individual church bank accounts will be closed on 30th November, so please could 
those who contribute to St Mary’s, Christ the King  St John’s by Standing Order, kindly 
contact your bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as follows:  

Name:    The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. 

    Sort Code: 205558   

    Account number: 50404640 

Thank you. 

ST JOHN VIANNEY DEANERY NIGHT FEVER 

A Night Fever event is designed to be an evangelistic exercise, in that it in-
cludes inviting people to come into church from the street, to light a candle, 
to say a prayer, or just to sit down for however long they might wish to stay. 
We also have priests from the Deanery  for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

As part of the Hope in the Future programme Christ Church in Nelson have 
been asked by the Deanery to host Night Fever this Advent on 

Friday 3rd December 2021 from 6.00pm—8.00pm. 

We will need people to be in church, praying that there will be a positive response to our invitations, 
and praying for those who enter the church, that the Holy Spirit will touch their hearts and minds, 
and bring about real effects of grace into their lives. 

We will also need some apostles - those who venture forth into the nearby streets to hand out can-
dles and to invite people to come into the church to light their candle, or say a prayer for an inten-
tion or for another person, or for someone who has died. 

Let us begin now to pray for the success of this event, that in being prepared to step out and do 
something new, we might meet the Lord who stops at nothing to win one more soul! 

THE RIGHT TO A PRIEST IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION 

A disturbing detail emerging from this tragedy of the killing of Sir David Amess, a de-
vout Catholic, was that he was denied the comfort of a Catholic priest as he lay dying, 
because of the police cordon. To most of us it is vital to have a priest minister to us at 
our hour of death. There is a petition to asking that this access be given. Please sign 

at:  https://citizengo.org/en-gb/rf/204957-support-amess-amendment?tcid=92331133 

JOIN THE BROWNIES! 

The Brownies Group which was based at St John’s before the pandemic is looking for 
new members from across the parish! If you are aged between 7-10 come along for 
some fun, games, crafts, badges and much more. We meet Tuesday’s 6.00pm -7.30pm 
(term time only) in St John’s Parish Hall.  For more information contact Catherine Scott 
on 07773 488513, or check out the website at www.girlguiding.org.uk 

https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving


 

MINSTERACRES EXPLORERS -  

Six Parish people are going to the North East on the weekend of the feast of Christ the King to join 
with the speaker Rev John Bell to discover "Humour and Horror in the Bible". We shall light a can-
dle for the parish during the weekend and photos of the group will appear on our website!  

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

Christian Christmas Cards 

I’m sure you will have all noticed the Christmas cards and sundries in the shops lots of them displaying Santa 
snow men Christmas trees etc. and not many displaying the true meaning of Christmas. At St John’s you will 
find a selection of Nativity Christmas cards Take a look at the table at the back of church, Packs of 16 cards 
with 4 scenes are £4.50 a box available after Masses. 

CHURCH STEWARDS 

Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church possible as we continue to 
work at remaining safe. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team. 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK COMMENCING 22ND NOVEMBER 

Whilst St Mary’s church remains closed, all Masses and Services are taking place in the other two 
churches. This is the planned programme for week-commencing 22nd November  

Monday   St Cecilia 

   9.30am St John’s    7.00pm  Christ the King   

Tuesday  St Clement I  

   9.30am Christ the King  12.00 noon St John’s   

Wednesday St Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions 

   9.30am Christ the King  7.00pm St John’s  

Thursday  St Catherine of Alexandria 

   9.30am Christ the King  10.30am St John’s 

Friday   Weekday 

   9.30am St John’s   Please Note: no midday Mass 

Saturday  Weekday 

   9.30am Christ the King 

    Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s    6.30pm Christ the King  

Sunday:   First Sunday of Advent  

   9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King   9.30am**  and  11.00am St John’s 

   **The Sunday 9.30am Mass at St John ’s will be live-streamed. 

“The Eucharist, although 

it is the fullness of   

sacramental life, is not 

a prize for the perfect but 

a powerful medicine and 

nourishment for the 

weak.”            

Pope Francis 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION 

EXPOSITION: There will be Exposition starting 30 mins before each weekday Mass. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturdays from 
5.15pm to 5.55pm at St John’s church, prior to the Vigil Mass. 

EXPOSITION AND RECONCILIATION: There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Reconcili-
ation every Saturday at Christ the King church from 10.30am to 11.30am.                                                    

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/

