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 In today’s Gospel, the people of Nazareth, the home town 
of Jesus cannot believe that the man who grew up with 
them could be the one to fulfil the words of the prophet 
Isaiah.  He tells them that they have little faith and that the 
Gentiles have more faith than they have. This angers them 
so much that they want to kill him, but his hour had not 
yet come.  However this incident foreshadows the ultimate 
rejection of Jesus on the Cross.  

Being rejected by the people he knew so well must have greatly saddened Jesus.  He 
knew that this was the fate of all prophets. Like the prophets, he knew that he must 
be faithful to what was asked of him and that he had to speak the truth. Instead of 
feeling embittered and resentful, the rejection by his own people made him resolved 
to search elsewhere for those who would show faith in his ministry.   

Whenever we face rejection for our faith then we should learn from the approach of 
Jesus and should not bear any resentment or grudges against those who reject us. 
We should bring our experience to the Lord in prayer  and resolve with his help to not 
lose heart and to persevere. 

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE WEEKEND’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

 

“Love is   
always pa-
tient and 
kind ……  
……. it is  
always ready 
to excuse, to 
trust, to 
hope, and to 
endure” St Paul-

APPEAL FOR LEPRA—THIS WEEKEND 29/30 JANUARY 

We are having an appeal in the parish for Lepra at all Masses this weekend of 
29th/30th Jan.  

Over 7 million people are currently affected by leprosy across the 
world. Evidence shows over 3 million people are living with undiagnosed leprosy 

Over 4 million people are living with a life-changing disability caused by leprosy 

Although curable and free, many people can’t access treatment.  

Lepra works to find, treat and rehabilitate these hidden people and promote their rights in India, 
Bangladesh and Zimbabwe. The lives of many people have been changed thanks to the generosity of 
supporters like you. In the 97 years since our founding we have helped millions of people affected by 
diseases such as leprosy. There is a cure for leprosy, but there is  more work to be done as prejudice 
and lack of healthcare and resources mean not everyone can benefit in time to prevent disabilities. 

Our mission is to beat leprosy – so that all cases are easily diagnosed and treated and leave no disa-
bility or discrimination. We are working towards a day when leprosy no longer destroys lives; with 
your support we can achieve this sooner. Please help us beat leprosy – even the smallest 
contribution can help treat and rehabilitate people trapped by this disease.  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH BY STANDING ORDER  

Our individual church bank accounts were closed at the end of November, Please, could 
those who contribute to St Mary’s, Christ the King and  St John’s by Standing Order, 
kindly contact your bank and inform them that the payment should now be made as fol-
lows:  Name:   The Salford Diocesan Trust :The Good Samaritan Parish. 

   Sort Code: 205558    Account number: 50404640     Thank you. 



 

Lately Dead: Robert Massey, Brian Bennett, Sr 
Norbert, Philip Barnes, John Greenwood, Marga-
ret Jenkins, Myra Walne, Gerda Greenhalgh, Mia 
Cryns, Alan McNamee. 

Anniversaries: Mary Featherstone, Stefana Al-
banese, William Ford, Agnes Frazer, Malcolm 
Robinson,  

Other intentions: Clergy of the Good Samaritan 
parish, Donor’s intentions,  Norah and Walter Lis-
ter, Joe Lord, For a person having cancer treat-
ment 

in Memoriam: Deceased members of the Kilday 
family 
Birthday Memoriam: Mary Fleming  
  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Do not forget that true love sets no 
conditions; it does not calculate or 

complain, but simply loves. 

Loving God help me to love as you love. I know your 

teachings, but they are no help unless I love those 

around me. Help my words and actions both to 

show love to others, so that they know that you 

love them too. Give me helping hands and a gener-

ous heart. Amen              Based on Corinthiand 13:1 

 

Heavenly Father, I know you put certain people in 

my path for a reason. When I come across those 

with whom I feel uneasy, help me to bless them and 

to treat them with love. Give me a heart that looks 

to serve and help. Help me to love and pray for my 

enemies, and help me to soften my heart towards 

them.. Amen.          Based on Matthew 5:44 

Stay with us Lord  
on our  
journey 

S.V.P. IN THE PARISH 

As we look forward to a more settled New Year 2022 we once again thank all our 
benefactors who have supported us with their donations and prayers. We also wel-
come 4 prospective new members. 

With some signs that Covid-19 is now less dangerous for elderly and at risk people 
we are cautiously re-starting our visits as well as by phone, a doorstep visit  or in-
house visit under safety guidelines. 

At Christmas we again contacted 35 people delivering a cake box of Christmas fare and a Catholic art 
calendar. Christmas is often a a stressful time for parents with many children and we have been able 
to give financial help to such a family for Christmas. and New Year. 

We continue to support a lady who has mental health issues by helping her with weekly shopping.  

If you know of anyone in difficulty and who needs support, please refer them to us through our 
priests.      God bless and thanks for your support 

SYNODAL SHARING  

A small group of parishioners, came together this week to pray, reflect and look 
at the questions offered in the Synod questionnaire from our Diocese. Very much 
in the spirit of listening we each offered some thoughts on the questions, in or-
der to help us discern the points we wish to make to be part of this process 
launched by Pope Francis.  It was a fruitful exercise very much in the spirit of 

love and concern for the future of our church worldwide. Each of us now feel enabled to fill in and 
send our thoughts to the diocese. Together, what might have seemed daunting task became a pro-
cess we would recommend to others, who like us might feel overawed looking at it alone. We have 
till the end of February to send in the questionnaire. Should you wish to organise a small group we 
would be happy to support you. Ring 01282 721701 to learn more.  

Prayers for Lovingness  

Pope John 

Paul II 



 

FOODBANK—GIVING IN CASH OR IN KIND! 

A range of things will lead to more pressure on people’s personal finances, and sad-
ly the need for the Foodbank is likely to grow, so the appeal has to continue. There 
are lots of places where you can drop off actual groceries—non-perishables please 
unless it’s oranges. All the ‘big’ supermarkets and Spar shops have drop-off points, 
as do Barclays, Lloyds, and  Nationwide banks in the town centre. Why not choose a 

few extra pieces with your weekly shopping, if you can afford, and help families in great need. 

You can also contribute online (via Blessed Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving  
by making one-off or monthly payments. Congratulations to Blessed Trinity—their Just Giving 
webpage has passed the £10,000 marker!! Well done young’uns!! You can donate cash at 
St John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked envelope. This led to £225.00 being donated 
during December.    Thank you all for your great and continuing generosity. 

Prayer for Holocaust Memorial Day 

Let us pray for a mor peaceful world, where 
all are valued, where justice and mercy flow 
like rivers, where relationships are built on 
love and acceptance, not fear and intoler-
ance, and where we all recognise our part in 
bringing peace. Amen 

 EXTRACT FROM TODAY’S SECOND READING 

“Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never 
boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish ; it does not take of-

fence, and is not resentful . Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins 
but delights in the truth ; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to 

hope, and to endure whatever comes” 

VANDALISM AT ST MARY’S—WELL DONE 

Thank you and well done to those who called the police when they saw the misbehaving children 
on the site. There has been a period since our first alert when they have not visited us, with the 
clear benefits that we all gain from. However, if they return please continue to call the police as fol-
lows:  

Call 999 or 101 to inform the police. Tell the response officer: 

~  what you have seen  ~  the risk to the children and others 

~  your fear and anxiety   the need for action 

Tell the person that the Neighbourhood sergeant has said: 

~ the police want you to make this call, and  ~ you must get an Incident number 

Making the call is a positive step. When we do make the calls we will help the children to lead 
them to better opportunities in life,  and help us all to live more safely and more comfortably. 

SINGING GROUPS AT SUNDAY MASSES AT ST JOHN’S 

Enjoy singing? Read on! No auditions, you don’t need to read music, and all 
levels of talent welcome! 

11.00am Mass As a small step forward, from Sunday 13th February you are 
welcome to gather in the benches at the back of church to singalong with the 
organ melodies and the recorded music!  

9.30am Mass: The St Mary’s Music Group will continue to sing at this Mass until St Mary’s church 
re-opens. They too will welcome new singers, especially if you can come to their practices at 6.00pm  
- 7.00pm on Thursdays. Please call 07930 508 209 if you want more information. 

Both Groups will sing at Masses until once again singing by our whole gathering is encouraged!!  

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SERVICE 

A Memorial Service will be held at the 
Peace Garden at 1.00pm this Sunday 30th 
January. Everyone is welcome to come 
and offer their prayer and thoughts for 
those who have suffered the dreadful gen-
ocides that have taken place.  

 



 

MODERN SLAVERY AND EXPLOITATION  

Please look at the Caritas page on the parish website (click on "Home" then "Caritas"), 
to see some further material which has just been added about this terrible evil activity. 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES WEEK 31ST JANUARY 2022  

Please note the reduced programme during the coming week commencing 31st January:. 

Monday     St John Bosco  

     9.30am St John’s  7.00pm Christ the King 

Tuesday     Weekday 

   9.30 Christ the King  

   11.am Funeral Mass for John Greenwood RIP at St John’s  

Wednesday  Presentation of the Lord  

   9.30am Christ the King   7.00pm St John’s 

Thursday  St Blaise 

   9.30am Christ the King   10.00am St John’s 

   10.45am Funeral Service for Margaret Jennings RIP at Christ the King 

Friday        Weekday 

   9.30am St John’s    10.00am Christ the King 

Saturday  St Agatha  

   9.30am Christ the King    

   Vigil Masses:   6.00pm St John’s  6.30pm Christ the King  

Sunday   Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 9.15am and 5.00pm Christ the King    9.30am**  and  11.00am St John’s 

         **9:30am Mass will be live-streamed 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturday 29th January as follows:  

10.30—11.30am at Christ the King  (with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament) 

5.15pm—5.55pm at St John’s  

There will be 
Exposition of 
the Blessed 
Sacrament 

starting 30 minutes 
before each of the 
weekday Masses. 

CHURCH STEWARDS: Huge thanks to our stewards who make attendance at church during the 
pandemic. Please call Fr David if you would like to join this invaluable team. 

CARITAS SUNDAY—LAST WEEKEND 

Covid 19 continues to have a devastating effect on people's health, wellbeing 
and finances, which is worse for those already at risk. CARITAS is appealing for 
your continued generosity, in order to carry on its work for those in greatest 
need. Every gift enables Caritas to help the most vulnerable in our diocese. 

More details are available at: https://www.caritassalford.org.uk/caritas-impact-report-2021/. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to last weekend’s collection in church. You can to do-
nate at any time by texting SUNDAY to 70580 to  donate £10, or online at: https://
www.caritassalfotd.org.uk/caritas-sunday-2022/. More information will also be included on the CARI-
TAS page on The Good Samaritan Parish website in the coming week.   Thank you for your support. 

 

Clergy Team 

Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 

Assistant:  Fr Damien Louden   St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com 
Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk    website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 

Email for the website: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
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St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  


