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Christ invites us into a loving relationship 
with him , but friendship with Christ is not 
easy, he is a challenging and demanding 
friend. In this Sunday’s Gospel, on the 
night before he dies, he calls his disciples 
his “friends” for whom he is prepared to lay 
down his life. Friendship with him involves 
opening our hearts to the needs of others, 
taking a chance and making friends espe-
cially with the poor and the vulnerable. It 
also involves being patient and overlooking 
the faults of others as well as the occasions 
when other people take advantage of us. 
We are asked to turn these into opportuni-
ties to grow and become better people.  

These are the kinds of attitudes and ways 

of treating people that the life of friendship 
with Jesus involves. It is important to real-
ise that when Christ talks about love he 
doesn't mean the same thing that our mod-
ern culture means. Another important thing 
for us to appreciate is that, rather than just 
being something which only applies to the 
people we're closest to, love is the basic 
Christian virtue, the basic Christian princi-
ple. When we are open to God's influence, 
love becomes the main principle that grad-
ually shapes our whole character and af-
fects the way we treat everyone that we 
encounter.  

Let us respond generously to Christ’s invita-
tion to enter into friendship with him and 
may our love for him draw others to also 
desire to enter into friendship with him 
through the Church.   

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON  THE WEEKEND’S LITURGY  

Year of St Joseph 

PUBLIC MASSES AND OTHER SERVICES 

Public Masses for the parish as follows. They may be subject to change at short notice so, if you can, check 
daily on the parish website for updates.  

There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 mins before all  the weekday Masses.  

Masses 

Monday       9.30am St Mary’s      7pm Christ the King 

Tuesday:       9 30am St Mary’s          12.00 noon St John’s 

Wednesday     9.30am St Mary’s        7.00pm   St John’s 

Ascension Thursday:    9.30am St Mary’s    10.30am St John’s    7.00pm Christ the King 

Friday:       9.30am St Mary’s       12 Noon Christ the King  

Saturday:        9.30am St Mary’s       6.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s     6.30pm Vigil Mass St Mary’s 

Sunday:         9.30am St Mary’s      10.45am Mass St John’s             5pm Mass Christ the King  
NB: We have reinstated the 6.30pm Vigil Mass at St Mary ’s  

Exposition and Reconciliation 
Every Saturday there will be Exposition and Reconciliation at St Mary's from 10.30 to 11.30am. 
The  Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place in the Sacred Heart chapel.  

“I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 

to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last ……..” 

Love one another as I 
have loved you 



 

Lately Dead:  Kath Horsfall, Mary Anne Melvin., 
Peggy Gordon,  
Anniversary: Henry Burke, Elaine Cartmell, Ken 
Gorton, John Michael Bailey, Ella Heap, Sarah 
Gaughan, Mary McLaughlin, Monica Cain, Edward 
James Purcell 

Other intentions: Ian Mayor, Special intention, 
Good Samaritan clergy. 
Birthday Memorial: Kathleen Kinsella, Alice 
Dean 

Candle in Towneley     
Chapel:  

Fr David Featherstone,   
Andrew Harrison, Jack  Bai-
ley, Fr Frank Jennings, 
Monica Cain. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 QUEEN’S AWARD FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE (QAVS)  
Do you know a voluntary group that deserves recognition for the work it does? 
Why not consider nominating it for a national award? We all know the value of vol-
untary effort to support communities not least in the difficult circumstances we are 
continuing to face in 2021. The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service was estab-
lished to recognise exceptional groups of individuals who give their time freely for 
the benefit of others and make a real difference in the communities they serve. It is 

the highest honour (equivalent to the MBE) that can be bestowed upon groups. 

Groups must be nominated for the Award - self nomination is not permitted. A group (three or more 
people and operating for at least three years) can be nominated if it is based in the UK, the Channel 
Islands and the Isle of Man.  
Further details on eligibility criteria and the online nomination process (which is a fairly straightfor-
ward) are available from: https://qavs.culture.gov.uk/. Closing date is 15th September 2021. 

SAINT TERESA OF KOLKATA SPEAKING ON ‘LOVE ONE ANOTHER’  

“My prayer for you is that you may grow in the likeness of 

Christ, being real carriers of God's love and that you really 

bring his presence, first, into your own family, then, to the 

next door neighbour, the street you we live in, the town we 

live in, the country we live, then only, in the whole world, 

that living example of God's presence.” 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION FOR MAY  
The World of Finance 

Let us pray that those in 
charge of finance will 

work with governments 
to regulate the financial 
sphere and protect citi-
zens from its dangers.  

FOODBANK—PLEASE KEEP GIVING 

Sadly the appeal has to contin-

ue. You can drop food off at 

most Spar stores. You can also 

contribute online (via Blessed 

Trinity at  https://tinyurl.com/

BlessedTrinityJustGiving.  

You can donate cash at St 

John’s Presbytery, drop it off in a clearly marked 

envelope. This led to £200 being donated during 

April.  Congratulations to everyone at Blessed 

Trinity—their website has exceeded the 

£8,500 marker!!   

Thank you all for your great generosity. 
STEWARDS IN OUR CHURCHES 

We are very dependent on the generos-
ity of our wonderful stewards. We are 
very grateful for the dedication they 
have shown throughout. If anyone 
would like to become a steward please 
contact Fr David. 

Monday     Easter Weekday  
Tuesday    Easter Weekday    
Wednesday   St Pancras 

Thursday  Ascension of the Lord 
Friday       St Matthias 
Saturday   Easter Weekday 

Sunday 16th May    Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Stay with us Lord on 

our journey 

FEAST DAYS WEEK COMMENCING 10TH MAY 

“Let no one 

ever come to 

you without 

leaving better 

and happier.” 



PARISH WEBSITE—INTERNATIONAL 

Our parish website gets visitors literally from every part of the 
country and some of those visitors have dropped in many 
hundreds of times from different towns and cities. We also 
get quite a great number of visitors from overseas and we've 
probably had people from pretty much every country on earth 
by now. One period of 24 hours we had: 

Pakistan:  1 location / 2 visits.  USA: 4 locations / 4 visits 
Canada: 1 location /2 visits  Dubai 1 location/2 visits.      

And one visit from each of: Burkina Faso, Spain, Denmark, Italy, Netherlands.  

And yes, you did read it correctly—that’s just one day!!   

Well done to all the website team. 

THE YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

Saint Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and human 
favour” . As the Lord had done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: he taught 
him to walk, taking him by the hand; he was for him like a father who raises an in-
fant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him. 
In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for his 
children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him” (Psalm 103:13). 

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his plan were at work. Jo-
seph teaches us that faith in God includes believing that he can work even through our fears, 
our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we must 
never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete control, 
yet God always sees the bigger picture.  

From Patris Corde, Pope Francis’ Letter introducing the Year of St Joseph 

CAFOD APPEAL FOR INDIA COVID CRISIS 

CAFOD is working hard in India in the very difficult circumstances as we have 
all seen daily on our TVs. They has already pledged £200,000 to Caritas In-
dia. Donations to our Coronavirus Appeal are URGENTLY needed please. It will 
allow us to reach more families around the world and to help support Caritas 
India’s response. For further updates or to make a personal donation vis-
it, https://cafod.co.uk. To make a donation in your church, please mark an en-
velope CAFOD Coronavirus appeal and leave in the baskets at the back of our churches. Please 
make out  any cheques to “CAFOD Coronavirus Appeal” and they will be forwarded direct to CAFOD 
HQ.   

ECCLESIASTICAL EDUCATION FUND 

Sunday 25th April was Good Shepherd Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Easter, and a day of 
prayer for Vocations to the priesthood and Religious life. We have not had a parish collec-
tion this year to support the training of priests for the Diocese, but if anyone wants to 
make an individual donation by cash or by cheque payable to “EEF”, we will ensure it gets 
passed onto the Fund. Thank you.  

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
   Fr Clement Kafor    St John the Baptist    01282 423824 
    Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com                          Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
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