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There is a strong message about wisdom in today’s 
readings. In the first reading we are told that wisdom 
is the greatest gift we could hope for ~ in seeking 
the gift of wisdom we will find God and in finding 
God we will have no more worries or anxieties.  

In today’s Gospel, this teaching about wisdom is 
brought to life in the parable of the five wise bridesmaids. This tells us of the need to 
have the flame of faith kept ever burning brightly because we do not know the hour of 
the Lord’s coming. We must be always prepared so that when the Lord comes we can 
enter his Kingdom. 

Essentially the way we ensure that the light of our faith does not go out is through love. 
It is essentially the lamp of love. We need to keep on loving without it being worn out 
by getting too tired or cynical. For Love to be genuine it does not have to be extraordi-
nary. What makes a lamp keep burning are small droplets of oil. The droplets that keep 
the lamp of faith/love burning are essentially the little things we are asked to do each 
day; being grateful, thoughtful, having time for God, putting other people first, being 
kind, helpful and easy to get on with, giving people another chance, forgiving, prepared 
to suffer and give our all. 

We are to be ready at all times for the Lord to come just like the 
wise bridesmaids were. This means we are to be doers of God’s 
Word, not just hearers of it.  We should be wise and ensure the 
flame of faith is always alive in our hearts.  We should therefore be 
ever thankful for the Lord being in our lives.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THE LITURGY 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow 

dim. 

By those who love her she is readily seen, 

Wisdom 6:12 

LOCKDOWN BIG CHANGES 

Because of the Government Lockdown we have had to completely revise all of the church openings 
as we are not allowed to have Masses or any other services. We can open for private prayer and 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Full details of the plans for opening the churches across the parish are on page 3 . 

Removal of Obligation to attend Mass: Because of the position the Church still  finds herself 
in, the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on  Sunday and on a Holy day of Obligation 
remains lifted until further notice.  
Message from Pope Francis about Reconciliation: These words from the Holy Father should help 
us while some of us cannot go to the Sacrament: 

“Do what the catechism says. It’s very clear. If you don’t find a priest to go to confession, speak to 
God. He’s your Father. Tell Him the truth: ‘Lord. I did this and this and this. Pardon me.’ Ask His 
forgiveness with all your heart with an act of contrition, and promise Him, ‘afterwards I will go to 
confession.’ “You will return to God’s grace immediately. You yourself can draw near, as the Catechism teaches 
us to God’s forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.” 

Remembrance Sunday 

      We will remember them …….  



 

 

 

 
 

Lately Dead:  Dorothy Pilkington, Alf Duffield, 
Michael Reynolds, Sheila Anforth, John Renny. 
Gary Sagar,  Derek Gill. 
Anniversaries: Gertrude Stewart, Peter John 
Mason, Steven Greenwood, Matthew Irvine,  
 

In Memoriam:  Deceased members of the Gon-
zalez and Summers families 

Other Intentions: Teresa Kilday, Fr Raphael 
Gallagher, Rose and Family.  Special Intention 
Brian  undergoing surgery , Asking Our Lady’s 
intercession for successful hospital results  
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Mon 9th Nov    Dedication of the Lateran  
    Basilica 

Tues 10th Nov    St Leo the Great 

Weds 11th Nov  St Martin of Tours 

Thurs 12th Nov St Josephat  

Fri 13h Nov    Weekday 

Sat 14h Nov    Weekday 

Sun 15th Nov  33rd Sunday in Ordinary  
    Time 

FEAST DAYS FOR THIS WEEK 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR 
OCTOBER 2020 

Artificial Intelligence 

We pray that the progress 

of robotics and artificial 

intelligence may always 

serve humankind.  

RESUMPTION OF OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

The new regulations means that there are on longer opportunities to make our weekly offerings. 
However, you can make your donations online through the parish website. Open the Home page 
and on the right there is an icon (aside). Click on it and follow the instructions. Please Gift Aid if 
appropriate. It’s fully recognised that some people will now be in a worsened financial position and 
less able to give at the moment so please do not feel obligated. Thank you.  

“From the rising 
of the sun ’til it’s 

setting”  

S.V.P. in Action in our Parish. Catch up 

Grateful thanks for the support and caring in such times of difficulties. 

Thanks for all the donations for monies, women’s, men’s and children’s good quality clothing.  Toys, 
etc received by the SVP which are enabling us to help people in desperate need. Recently members 
made up and delivered 37  Picnic Teas to the Housebound Mass members within all three communi-
ties of our Parish Family. SVP members have spent very many hours sorting homes and families 
that we can help support, through your caring.  Your prayers and caring really help to sustain and 
strengthen us, giving hope for now and in the future. 

 

Stay with us 

Lord on our 

journey 

“The man who fell into the upholstery machine is now fully recovered!” 
Here’s one of the Quotes sent from a parishioner on the website. There are many more—and Quips! 
Have a laugh!  Enjoy the wisdom! Send us one your own favourites! ‘website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk’ 

BLESSED TRINITY THEME OF THE WEEK 

Miss Wilkinson is again organis-
ing input on the parish website. 
Each week there is a different 
theme, based around scripture. 
Pupils from the College and Fr 
David contribute thoughtful 
items, giving spiritual insight and 
inspiration.  

When you go home 

Tell them of us, and say: 

“For your tomorrow.  

We gave our today” 



FOODBANK—KEEP IT UP!  

Sadly, the need continues for us to support the Foodbank. Here’s how: Every local Spar shop 
should have a collection point for non-perishable food. There are two ways to make monetary 
donations:        Online Donations: Blessed Trinity are supporting the Foodbank. Here is the website https://
tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. They have raised £4,726 so far! Well done them! 

Cash Donations (at St John’s only). You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly 
marked envelope) at the presbytery or contact David H on 07434 763822 and we 
will see if we can collect. We will pass these on to the Foodbank via the Blessed 
Trinity website (above)—£40 was sent this week.  

Thanks and God bless to everyone who helps with this vital work 

 

CAFOD HARVEST FAMILY FAST DAY 

The CAFOD group at Good Samaritan are very grateful for your continued gen-
erosity over Harvest Fast Day. But the need is still great, so, after discussion 
with Fr David, anybody wishing to make a contribution to the Harvest Family 
Fast Day by cash or cheque can still do so. Please label an envelope  “CAFOD” 
and leave it in the collection baskets at the rear of any of the three churches. 

Online donations can still be made direct to CAFOD by using the following link: https://cafod.org.uk/
Fundraise/Family-Fast-Day 

We also wish to thank  the fantastic fundraising achievements of our students, parents and staff at 
Blessed Trinity College, who have raised an amazing £825.93  Family Fast Day. Well done one and all! 

As we approach the time of year when we remember our deceased family members and friends, 
CAFOD also remembers it deceased supporters and volunteers through memorial services and Mass-
es. At this time, CAFOD promotes its free will writing service for people who wish to leave a gift for CAFOD’s work 
in their own wills. For further details, follow the link: https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Leave-a-gift-in-your-will 

Don’t forget to check out the CAFOD webpage on the parish website for more detailed news, includ-
ing the latest campaigning news and online CAFOD petition to our Prime Minister. 

Fr David continues to improve, please keep him your prayers for his full recovery 

LOCKDOWN BIG CHANGES 

In the light of the latest Government National Lockdown, churches are not allowed to open for 
Masses and services other than funerals and for private prayer.  Therefore our temporary pro-
gramme of Masses and other services will have to be suspended for the time being but we hope to 
return to it as soon as we are permitted to do so. Here is what we plan: 

Masses in the Parish 

Live Stream: We will continue to live-stream the Mass at 9.30am on Sunday from St Mary’s, being 
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time and Remembrance Sunday. It will be in private, with no members 
of the public present. It will also be recorded and available to view later on Sunday. Thanks to   
everyone involved in streaming. 

Private Celebrations of Mass: To enable you to be in Spiritual Communion, please know that 
the clergy will celebrate a private Mass each day at 9.30am at St Mary’s and 9am at St John’s. 

Private Prayer and Exposition 
We are not permitted to hold services but we can open to allow private prayer as follows: 

We are very grateful to the stewards who have been so faithful and committed through this        
pandemic and on whom we totally rely to be able to continue to keep the churches open.  
We will review thie above programme as we proceed and keep you informed through the website 
and through the Newsletter. 

St Mary’s  
Monday to Friday from 
10.15am to 11.15am 

Saturday and Sunday from 
10.30 am to 11.30am 

St John’s 
Tues and Thurs from  
11.30am to 12.30pm 

Wed 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
 

Christ the King 
Mon 6.30pm to 7.30pm 



Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com 
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 

St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

KEEP IN TOUCH—SUCH A SUPER WEBSITE—GO THERE! ENJOY! SHARE! 

As we look to months of restrictions because of Covid, please keep in touch with your friends—especially 
those who may be lonely. A good source of chat is the website—so much information and inspiration! The 
new Quotes and Quips offerings are worth passing on! http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/ 

COVID 19—KEEP SAFE 

The Government has introduced a new Lockdown until, at least, 2nd December. 
It applies to everybody, and it is our responsibility, as individuals, to do all we 
can to act in support of the restrictions. Every day we hear people wanting to 
avoid the rules or seek exemption from the rules. An alternative approach, 
which sits more comfortably within a Christian approach, should be to say:  
what should I do to keep myself, my family friends and community safe? Take 
as few risks as you can—every trip to the shops or other non-essential outing is 
a risk! 

As humans we don’t like to be in isolation, and it is hard. You are encouraged to take exercise if you 
can, so a walk might help. Within the rules you can walk with a friend provided  you remain two 
metres apart. So you win on both exercise and having company for a while. 

Clearly, the spread of the virus continues to increase relentlessly, and we must make responsible, 
Christian decisions to help the health of our families and our friends and our communities. Although 
the exact instructions may be confusing and they are likely to change,  the core directions for stay-
ing safe are the same: 

Hands* The virus travels through touching things that an in-
fected person has touched. If you then touch you nose, mouth 
or eyes, you may transfer the virus into your own body. So 
wash your hands, for 20 seconds, every time you have been in 
contact outside your home. 

Face* You are legally obliged to cover your face in all shops, 
hospitals, church and other places. It prevents you spreading 
the virus to others, with some exceptions.   

Space* When a person coughs or sneezes it is though that 
the miniscule droplets travel up to two meters. So you keep 
safe by keeping apart from others. Unfortunately, there are 
many people who seem to disregard this, so they offer a risk to 
others, especially indoors. 

So, please keep safe, and protect your loved ones and all those 
around you. Remember, this virus kills people, and others have be-
come seriously ill, often with long-term adverse impact on their lives.   

MAILING THE NEWSLETTER 

Until we get back to normal activities, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr David tel 
422007 with your name and address. He is happy to forward it to you. If you would like to include an item, or 

make a Mass Offering, please email (itemsforfrank@gmail.com) your request before midday on Thursday.  
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

The parish clergy team will once again provide a ’Thought’ on the parish web site each day 

*Important Note: these comments are a 

brief summary of the full guidelines. If they 

worry you, please read the full Government 

Guidance on www.gov.uk/government/

collections/coronavirus    


