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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY           18TH OCTOBER 2020 

 

 

My mam used to often say that  everything is on loan to us: 
house, cars, clothes, friends, possessions are all entrusted 
to us for a while by God. In today’s first reading Isaiah re-
minds us that God is looking for ways every day to remind 
us that he is Lord of all that is created. He is in everything 
there is because “apart from me all is nothing”. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus amazes the crowd by speaking with great authority. The de-
narius that Jesus is given would have had a picture of the Emperor Tiberius. In say-
ing  ‘Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God”, 
Jesus makes a clear distinction between God and Caesar; between divine power and 
earthly power.  Jesus was able to turn the question back on the Pharisees. He re-
minded them that God is greater than Caesar. The whole world and everything in it 
belong to God. Examples of what belongs to God are; trees, air, the seas, the land, 
animals, people – yes, even Caesar! God is over and above everything and his por-
trait is stamped all over creation.  

The whole of our lives should be involved in giving back to God what belongs to 
him : we do this essentially by striving to be faithful to God and by authentic Chris-
tian living. This is the best form of witness and the 
most likely way that we can be missionary and at-
tract others to share in what we have. That’s  be-
cause if we do this our lives add up and are complete 
because God is part of it.  

FR DAVID’S  REFLECTION ON THIS WEEKEND’S READINGS 

“The ultimate test of your 

greatness is the way you treat 

every human being.”  
St John Paul II 

MISSIO RED BOX GENEROSITY 

Sunday 18th October is WORLD MISSION SUNDAY and supports missionaries work-
ing alongside poor and needy communities for whom your prayers are asked. All 
three of our wonderful communities operate the Red Boxes, and just one of 
the communities has raised the excellent and generous sum of £1,047.38 in the last 
round of collections . We are in the process of distributing the autumn edition of Mis-

sion Today and whilst we are not actively seeking to collect any monies or Red Boxes for safety 
reasons you can donate online (go to https://missio.org.uk/donate/). At St John’s you can give your 
donation to David H. or other Red Box collectors. Again a  huge thank you from the little Red Box 
Teams for your loving care and concern.  

Please keep Fr David in your prayers for his continuing recovery 

"Simply going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing in a garage makes you a car."  
Here’s one of the Quotes sent from a parishioner on the website. There are many more—and Quips! Have a 
laugh!  Enjoy the wisdom! Send us one of your own favourites!  

 



 

 

 

 
 

Lately Dead:  Tom Edmondson , Derek Gill 

Anniversaries: John Frazer, Andrew Georgy, Fr 
Humphrey MacMahon Philip Backhouse, Neil 
McNamee, Eileen Hargreaves, Martha Holling-
worth, Teresito Palorma, Eddie Heap 

Birthday Memoriam: Eddie Heap 

Wedding Anniversary Memoriam:  Eunice 

Morgan 

Other Intentions: For a successful operation 

Towneley Chapel Lamp: Andrew Harrison 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Mon 19th Oct  St  John de Brebeuf  

Tues 20th Oct    Weekday 

Weds 21st Oct  Weekday 

Thurs 22nd Oct St John Paul II 

Fri 23rd Oct    St John of Capistrano 

Sat 24th Oct    St Anthony Mary Claret 

Sun 25th Oct    30th Sunday of Ordinary  
    Time 

FEAST DAYS FOR THIS WEEK 

ANNIVERSARY OF CANONISATION OF THE FORTY ENGLISH MARTYRS 
Next 25th October is the anniversary of the canonisation of the English Martyrs in 1970. That year 
the combined parishes held a Mass, followed by a torchlight procession from Towneley Hall to St 
Mary’s church. was held to celebrate the canonisation of 40 Martyrs by the Pope. Terry Hephrun 
has sent us a copy of the programme for the concelebrated Mass to mark the event. An interesting 
piece of history, commemorating a remarkable event. You can see it on our parish website—well 
worth a look! 

PAPAL PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2020 

The Laity's Mission in the Church 

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the 

laity, especially women, may participate 

more in areas of responsibility in the 

Church.  

SUCH A SUPER WEBSITE—GO THERE! ENJOY! SHARE! 

Our Parish website has gone from strength to strength! Its content is excellent, and has grown to 
meet the demands of our current lockdown isolation, thanks to the tireless work of our small, dedi-
cated team. Enormous thanks to them. And look out for the new Quotes and Quips offerings! 

http://www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/ 

“Allow the light  and healing pres-
ence oof Christ to  shine brightly 

through your lives” 
St John Paul II 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE—STAGE 3 CELEBRATION BOOKLET 

An electronic version of the Stage 3 Celebration Booklet, showcasing all that has been 
achieved across the Diocese during these difficult times, including the wonderful work 
and commitment in our own parish. It is available at:  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Stage-3-Celebration-Booklet.pdf 

ON LINE TALKS FROM CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CENTRE, STONYHURST 
There will be two talks at the Christian Heritage Centre at Stonyhurst. Please 
share these with anyone who may be interested. 
“The Answer is 43” – an evening talk on St Thomas Aquinas’ vision of “Life, 
the Universe and Everything”. This talk will be given by Fr Richard Conrad, 
O.P., at 7:30pm on Thursday 22nd October.  
 “Newman 101: Why Newman Matters” – an online colloquium celebrat-

ing the 10th anniversary of beatification and 1st of canonisation. Leading Newman scholars will pre-
sent short papers on different themes from Newman’s legacy. 4pm on Saturday 31st October. For 
more information visit  www.christianheritagecentre.com/events and registration. 

 

Stay with us Lord on 

our journey 

THANK YOU! 
David Ross is grateful for the recent extra donations, beyond his target, on his JustGiving page rais-
ing sponsorship for the Great North Run Solo Challenge in aid of Mind.  Total is now £530. Thanks! 



MASSES  AND SERVICES IN THE PARISH 

Streamed Sunday Mass: Please note that  the 9.30am Mass on Sunday at St Mary’s will continue 
to be live-streamed. This Mass will be recorded and available to view later on Sunday morning, or 
early afternoon.   

Privately Celebrated Masses: Fr Emmanuel will continue to celebrate Mass in pri-
vate at 9.00am on Friday and Saturday.  

Thank You: We have built excellent teams of stewards over the weeks and they do a re-
ally splendid job. Our thanks to them—without your help none of this would be viable!  

 

SUNDAY MASSES  

We now have some limited public Sunday Masses We will continue with this programme for the 
time being. This will be a limited to just one Mass in each church and is a bit different to the usual 
Sunday Programme.  

St Mary’s 9.30am (which will be also live-streamed)  
St John’s 10.45am 
Christ the King 5pm 

Please bear in mind that this is very much just a temporary programme and 
when Lockdown regulations allow, we hope to expand it. 
Because of the current restrictions on numbers able to attend our churches for services, we sug-
gest that at that moment, people who can come during the week to weekday Masses could kindly  
leave Sunday Mass for those who are unavailable during the week. Thank you for your understand-
ing and cooperation about this.  
Because of the Covid situation the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on  Sunday and on a Holy 
day of Obligation remains lifted until further notice.  

Please note that the 9.30am Mass at St Mary’s will continue to be live-streamed, however as people 
will be present, there are some restrictions to remember including being currently not permitted to 
have singing or having the Prayer of the Faithful.  

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Fr David continues to work to his successful  ‘Festina Lente’ philosophy  and we now have the estab-
lished regular pattern of weekday Masses, which will be as follows during the coming week:  

Monday 19th October St Mary’s 9.30am     Christ the King    7pm 

Tuesday 20th Oct        St Mary’s 9.30am     St John’s            12.00 noon 

Wednesday 21st Oct St Mary’s 9.30am     St John’s            7pm 

Thursday 22nd Oct       St Mary’s 7.00pm only                 St John’s            10.30am 

Friday 23rd Oct  St Mary’s 9.30am:      Christ the King        12.00 noon 

Saturday 24th Oct          St Mary’s 9.30am  10.30 Exposition and Reconciliation 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT / RECONCILIATION 

Exposition: Monday to Friday There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament starting 30 
minutes before all of the weekday Masses— only.    

Exposition and Reconciliation: Saturday 24th October the regular Exposition and Rec-
onciliation at St Mary's which will continue from 10.30 to 11.30am. The Reconcilia-
tion will take place on the Sacred Heart altar. Please be guided by the Stewards.  

RESUMPTION OF OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS  

As we are resuming a temporary programme of Sunday Masses there will be an opportunity at all Mass-
es (i.e. including weekday Masses) to place your offertory money, whether loose or in envelopes. The 
opportunity to do this will be on exiting the church at the end of Mass.  

However, if you are unable to attend Mass please see p4 for details of other approaches where you will 
see other opportunities to donate. 

BLESSED TRINITY THEME OF THE WEEK 

Miss Wilkinson is again organising input on the parish website. each week there is a differ-
ent theme, based around scripture. Pupils from the College and Fr David contribute 
thoughtful items, giving spiritual insight and inspiration.  



IN THE LIGHT OF THE CORONA VIRUS 

Other Daily Streamed Masses    

There are live streams of daily Mass from Walsingham;  www.walsingham.org.uk and from The Good Shep-
herd parish in Colne; www.goodshepherdpendle.org.uk.  

Offertory Collection and Donations 

You will see, on page 3, that people attending Mass are invited to resume their donations by using 
their envelopes. However, if you are unable to attend Mass please keep your envelopes until you 
are able to, and then make your donations as usual. Alternatively, you can make your donations 
online through the parish website. On the right of the Home page there is an icon (aside). Click on 
it and follow the instructions. Please Gift Aid if appropriate. It’s fully recognised that some people will now be 
in a worsened financial position and less able to give at the moment so please do not feel obligated. Thank you.  

Mailing the Newsletter 

Until we get back to normal activities, if you need a paper copy of this Newsletter please contact Fr David tel 
422007 with your name and address. He is happy to forward it to you. If you would like to include an item, 
or make a Mass Offering, please email (itemsforfrank@gmail.com) your request before midday on Thursday.   

The Lord’s Day at Home 

These sheets, available on the parish website, are great for providing sacred time at home. Go to. http://
www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk/  and follow the link 

Thought for the Day 

After a break of a couple of weeks, these daily reflections from the parish clergy team will once 
again be available on the parish web site each day.  

Government guidelines 

Please do heed the Government’s current guidelines about staying alert and safe.  

Clergy Team 
Parish Priest: Fr David Featherstone      St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007 
Assistants:  Fr Damien Louden    St Mary of the Assumption  01282 422007   
   Fr Emmanuel Ugwuoke C.M.   St John the Baptist    01282 423824 

Parish email: djfeatherstone@outlook.com 
Newsletter email: itemsforfrank@gmail.com  

Parish website: www.goodsamaritanparish.org.uk             website email: website@goodsamaritanparish.org.uk 
 St Mary of the Assumption 

3 Todmorden Road 

Burnley   BB10 4AU 

St John the Baptist 

Bracewell St  

Burnley   BB10 1TB 

Christ the King 

Healey Mount 

BURNLEY  BB11 2QJ  

FOODBANK—KEEP IT UP! AN EXTRA PLEA! 

Sadly, the need continues for us to support the Foodbank. Here’s how: Every local Spar shop 
should have a collection point for non-perishable food. There are two ways to make monetary 
donations:        Online Donations: Blessed Trinity are supporting the Foodbank. Here is the website https://
tinyurl.com/BlessedTrinityJustGiving. They have raised £4,036 so far! Well done them! 

Cash Donations (at St John’s only). You may leave a cash donation (in a clearly 
marked envelope) at the presbytery or contact David H on 07434 763822 and we will 
see if we can collect. We will pass these on to the Foodbank via the Blessed Trinity 
website (above)—£25 was sent this week.  

Thanks and God bless to everyone who helps with this vital work 

COVID 19 

Clearly, the spread of the virus continues to increase, and we must make responsible, 
Christian decisions to help the health of our families and our friends and our communi-
ties. Although the exact instructions may be confusing and they are likely to change,  
but the core directions for safety are the same: 

Hands (wash)   Face (cover) and   Space (keep your distance) 

“The Church must be a place of mercy freely given, where everyone can feel 
welcomed, loved, forgiven, and encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel” 

(Pope Francis from Evangeli Gaudium) 


